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Legislative Gounril

Tuesday, the 18th September, 1973

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 pm. and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (9: ON NOTICE
1. EDUCATION
Fitzroy Crossing

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to the
Leader of the House:

(1) How many pupils attend school in
Fitzroy Crossing?

{(2) How many pupils at Fitzroy Cross-
ing are Aborigines?

(3> How many children at Fitzroy
Crossing are receiving pre-school
training or supervision?

(4) How many children will be avall-
able or eligible for pre-school
training by February, 19747

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:

(1) 235 pupils (as at 1st August 1973).
(2> 229.

(3) None.

(4) Because of the fluctuating popula-
tion at Fitzroy Crossing, it is dif-
ficult to predict how many pre-
school children would be available
for February, 1974.

2, HOUSING
Purchase Homes Deposit

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS, to the
Leader of the House:

(1) What s the current minimum
deposit including fees required by
applicants for purchase homes
from the State Housing Commis-

ston?

(2) When was this minimum deposit
determined?

(3) What was the previous minimum
deposit?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replled:

(1) Current policy for purchase homes
under Contract of Sale conditions
is $200 minimum deposit plus fees
approximately $150, with a discre~
tion in particular cases to accept
as low as $100 deposit plus fees.
Actual practice is to negotiate
with purchaser for higher deposit
consistent with his means.

{2) 8th December, 1959.

(3) $50 minimum deposit, determined
on 7th June, 1951.

3.

TCOWN PLANNING
Undipided Shares in Land

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF, to the
Leader of the House:

(1) What is the present position in
regard to the purchase of un-
divided shares or interests in West-
ern Australian land by overseas or
interstate residents who have such
land represented to them as suit-
able for residential or retirement
purposes?

(2) Does the sale of undivided shares
in such land offend any Town
Planning laws or regulations?

(3) Is any action contemplated by the
Government, and if so, what?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:

(1) A few persons or organisations are
known to be advertising in West-
ern Australia, and possibly outside
the State, the sale of undivided
shares in land, These are being
offered as a “hedge” against infla-
tion,

(2) The advertisements in the Press
to date inviting participation in
such a scheme have been so worded
that conflict is not apparent with
the provisions of the Town Plan-
ning legistation,

(3) The Department is currently in-
vestigating what actlon, if any,
should be taken to amend the
legislation and so obvlate any
posslble misunderstanding In cases
of this kind in the future. This
action follows investigations and
reports by the Lew Reform Com-
mission,

ABORIGINES
Housing: Fitzroy Crossing

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS, to the
Minister for Community Welfare:

(1) In view of the answer given to
question No, 6 of the 12th Sep-
tember, 1973, which appears to he
extremely inaccurate, will the Min-
ister advise the source of his in-
formation?

(2) Wil the Minister recheck the
situation because estimates of the
average Aboriginal population of
the Pitzroy Crossing district is ap-
proximately 400 people, and not
the 66 quoted by the Minister and
other estimates show the Aborigi-
nal population swells to approxi-
mately 1500 and not the 400 quoted
by the Minijster?

(3) If only 20 village type houses are
planned for the Aborigines in the
iiist;ict, where will the remainder
ive?
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(4) Will there be provision for the
nomadic visitors to the area who
exceed 1000 each year?

(5) If the answer to (4) is “No” where
are personal bedy wastes deposited
by visiting Aborigines to Fitzroy
Crossing?

(6) Can hook worm he transmitted
through larvae from faeces being
deposited on the ground and
hosted through the soles of feel?

(7)) Is hook worm prevalent in the
Fitzroy Crossing distriet?

(8) Will the department consider the
appointment of a permanent male
officer as well as a female officer
to Pitzroy Crossing?

(9) If the answer to (8) is “No" what
is the ratio of departmental of-
ficers in the metropolitan ares to
the Ahoriginal population in the
metropolitan area?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON replied:

(1) As a result of the very limited
time available to answer this
question, figures taken in August,
1972 by the Community Welfare
District Officer were the source of
information.

These figures refer specifically to
the reserves residents and, more
specifically, to the long-term per-
manent reserves residents. The
figures had been obtalned with a
view to a Departmental represen-
tation to the State Housing Com-
mission for the housing of those
permanent family units.

I now realise that the figures were
not what the honourable member
was referring to.

(2) An immediate check has been

made. These following flgures are
based on the total Fitzroy District
and do not refer exclusively to
reserve population.
On 30th June, 1872, there were
237 Aboriginal residents on the
reserves, of whom 66 were con-
sldered permanent and suitable for
permanent accommodation.

On 15th June, 1973, there were
171 inhabitants on the Fitzroy
reserves.

The reduction was due to an in-
crease in the numbers returning to
employment on the stations.

Since June, 1973, eight more fami-
Iies have returned to the reserves
and there are now approximately
200 Aborigines on the Fitzroy
reserves.

On 30th June, 1972, there were
271 Aboriginal residents at the
mission and this dropped to 130
by 15ith June, 1973.

(&)

4

5)
(6}
4
(8}

(9)

The total population of Aborigines
throughout the Fitzroy District as
at 30th June, 1972, was 1,123, It
is acknowledged the majority of
these move into Fitzroy during the
wet.

The original quote of 400 resulted
from the inability to contact the
Fitzroy Distriet Officer in the short
time available to answer the ques-
tion raised. It was assumed the
question referred to numbers ac-
tually camped on departmental
reserves.

State Housing Commission's plan
to build 20 houses this year means
the remainder who live in Fitzroy,
or move to Pitzroy seasonally, will
continue o camp either on the
reserves or in the bush.

The only provision for the nomadic
visitors is the State Housing Com-
mission’s plan to erect four wiltjas.
These wiltjas provide very basic
shelter and independent showers
and toilets for males and femnales.
Each one can shelter comiortably
up to 12 persons.

In the next financial year, State
Housing intends to continue with
its village housing programme for
Fitzroy. The Supervisor for the
Community Welfare Department's
Kimberley Divislon has reguested
funds in the State Budget for the
provision of a long house also for
transients.

The problem of transient housing
for nomadics occurs elsewhere in
the State and the Community
Welfare Department’s Supervisor
for the Goldflelds has undertaken
a special project to collate all
available knowledge angd ideas for
the housing of nomadic Aborigines.
He has enlisted active interest of
the Royal Australian Institute of
Architects’ Aboriginal Panel. The
department has provided clerical
support to the supervisor for the
purpose of this project. The pro-
ject has reached a stage of deter-
mining the numbers and move-
ments of nomadic Aborigines
through Western Australia.

Answered by (4).
Yes.
Yes.

The department has a permanent
male officer in Fitzroy and will be
appointing a female officer to Fitz-
roy @s soon as it has obtained a
house for this female officer. A
house has been requested for sev-
eral years from the Government
Employees Housing Authority.

Answered by (8).
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5. TRANBPORT
Perishable Goods to North-West

The Hon, CLIVE GRIFFITHS, to the

Leader of the House:

(1) In respect of licences to transport
freezer/chiller goods in Western
Australia, would the Minister ad-
vise when the current licensees
were first issued with their licences
for the transport of goods between
Perth and—

(n) Carnarvon and centres north
of Carnarvon;

(b) Windarra; and

(¢) Agnew?

(2) In each of the above cases, what
were the conditions under which
the lcences were issued?

(3) What was the last date on which
each of the above Hcences was
issued or renewed?

(4) Who are the present licence hold-
ers in each case?

(5} (a) Have any of the above licen-
ces changed hands since ori-
ginally being allocated; and

by if so, from whom was the
licence transferred?

Have any applications been

received by the Transport

Commission for a lcence to

transport freezer/chiller goods

to any of the above centres In
addition to the present licence

holders during the past 12

months; and

(b) if so, who were the applicants?

(1) In each case, what is the current
cost to the holder for the licence?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:

(1) (a) Carnarvon and centres north
of Carnarvon—

Gascoyne Trading Pty. Ltd—
20th July, 1956.

Bell Bros, Pty. Ltd—1st March,
1968, for Wittenoom Service
and 3rd October, 1972, for
other services.

(b} Perth-Windarra—
A. R. Hoar—28th June, 1973.
{c) Perth-Agnew—

Bell Bros. Pty.
March, 1972.

(2) The conditions are—
{a) ROUTE OR AREA ON OR IN WHICH VEHICLES
ARE AUTHOQRISED TO OPERATE

(1} Perth to0 Exmouth vin Geraldion and Catunrvon.

(2) Perth to Port Hedland, Broome and Derby via Gerald-
ton and Caroarvon.

(3} Perth Lo Port Hedland, Broome and Derby via Meeka-
tharra and Marble Bar.

(#) Perth to Mt. Tom Price via Gerakiton and Carnarvon.

(3} Perth to Mt. Tom Price and Mt. Newman via Meekn-
tharra.

{8} WIithin the Siate of Western Australin.

(6) (a)

Lid.—10th
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CONDITIONS
Class of Goods to be carrled :—This licence shall
authorise the licensee to opernta the vehicle(s} deseribed
above SOLELY FOR THE FPURPOSFE OF : carrvieg—

COXNDITION 1
On Rewls (1)—
Northbound :

Leaving Perth on Mondays and Thursdays.

In the followiog order of priorit.\ —
{8) Perishable foodstuffs under refrgeration for use

or congumpilon at Exmouth,

(b) Other goods for use or consumption ot Exmouth.

Southbound :
(a) Perishable foodstufls,
{b) Royal Mall and Rlms,
(¢) Empty returns of beer kegs, wine kegs and gas3

On Routes {2) to (5) lnclusive—
Northbound :

{a} Petishable foodstui{Ts unier refrigeration and
medical supplies for use or ecnsumption nt any
place situated north of the twenty-sixth parallel
of south Intitude.

(b} Roynl Mail and films.

Southbound :

{a} Perlshable foodstuffs and tin ore produced north
of the iwenty-sixth paralle] of sauth latitude.

{b) Royal Mall and flms.

(¢} Empty returns of beer kegs, wina kegs nod gas
bottles.

CONDITIOX 2

For the purpose of this licence the term * perishable
foodstuffs ** shall not Include alcoholle bevernges, aerated
waiets or cordials.

On foule (6)—~Ttond Vehicles.

The term *' road vehicles ' shall mean and include
moter cars, utilitfes, motor wngons, prime movers,
cnfavans and traflers. “ other than frallers having a
tare welght of less than fifteen huadredweights (15 cwis.)"”

LICENCE NO. 13450

{b) ROUTE OR AREA ON OR IN WHICH VEHICLES
ARE AUTHORISED TO OPERATE

(1) From any plance within a radius of twenty (20) miles
from the Genernl Post Office, Perth via the (ireat Enastern
$lgh“n\ ta Lavertom, \'Hndarm. Murphy Hills and Mt,

enn,

(2) Perth via the Great Easlern Highway to Leonora and
Taverton,

(3) Terth to Muchea, Moora and Mingenew : returning ta
Terth vin Buntine, Wubin, Dalwallinu, Pithara, Ballidu,
Wongan Hills and Calingir.

(4) From any place within a radjus of twenty {20) miles
fram the General Poat Office, Perth to Southern Crass via
the (reat Eastern Highway and return Perth via Merredin,
Nukarni, Nungarln, Kununoppin, dukinbudin, Bentubbin,
Koarda, Wyalkatchem, Dowerin, Goomalling and Toodyay,

CONDITIONS
1. Class of Goods 1o be carried :—This Hcence shall
Alithorise the llcensee to operate the vehlcle{s) desecribed
ubove SOLELY FOR T‘HE PURPOSE OF : carryving—
Onr Roule (1)—

(a) Deep frozen foodstuffs which require to be
transported under refrigeration at temperatures
not higher thnn minus 12 degrees Celsius.

{b) Fresh frult, vegetables, dalr{ produce, bacon,
cooked meats and fish, which are being trans-
ported under refrigeration.

On Route {2)—
Fresh milk and empty contalners therefor.
On Rouler (3) and (4)—

On the outrcard journey from Perth—{n) Fresh frult juices,
frozen ment packs. and crumpets : and (b) ples, pastlea,
cakes and pasiries manofactured by Kurlng & Sexlon
Pty. L., for resnle to country stgres.

On the return journey to Perth-——Empty contoiners
and crates [rom such commodities.

CONDITIONS ;

(a) On Route {1) the licence shall not anthorise
the transport of nicoholic beverages. aerated
waters. eordials, onions, potators or cauned
poods.
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{b) On Routes {3) and {4) this licence shall authorise
the transport of fresh fruit julces which require
to be kept under refrigeration at temperatures
not higher than minus two degrees Celslus.

(¢} Goods shall not be transferred, whether directly
or indirecsly from the licensed vehicle to another
vehicle or from another vehlele to the Ucensed
vehicle in the course of or for the purpose of,
the carriage of such goods to or from places
otutside the area authorised herein for the

cartiage of such gonds.
LICENCE NO. 13456

{o) ROUTE OR AREA ON OR IN WHICH VEHICLES ARE
AUTHORISED TO OPERATE

Rowle 1, Perth to Wittenoom via Paynes Find and Meeka.
tharra or vizs North Weat Coastal Highway.

Route 2, Perth to Newman via Paynes Find and Meeka-
tharra,

Roule 3. Perth to Paraburdoo via Paynes Find and
Meekatharra or via North West Coastal Highway.

Route 4. Perth to Tom Price vis Paynes Find and Meeka-
tharra or via North West Coastal Highway.

Route 5. Perth to Carnarvon, Exmouth, Onslow, Panna-
wonica, Mt. Enid, Deemdale via Yorraloola, Wickham,
Dampler, Karratha, Roebourne, Cape Lambert. and Port
Hedland, or via Pavnes Find and Meekatharra, or via
North West Coastal Highway.

Route 6. Perth to Tort Hedland. Marble Bar, Nullagine,
Mt. Goldsworthy and Shay Gap : via the North West Coastal
Highway and the Great Northern Highway,

Rowts 7. Perth to Broome, Derby, Kununuita and Wynd-
ham via the North West Coasta)l Highway and the Great
Northern Highway.

Rowde 8. Perth to Agnew, via Kalgoorlie and T.eonora.

Route 9. From Gerpldton to any point within the Shires
of Carnatvon. Exmouth. Upper Gascoyne, Ashburton,
Hoebourne, Fahleland or Port Hedland.

CONDITIONS
1. Class of Goods to be carried :—This licence shall author-
ise the lcensee to operate the vehicle(s) deseribed above
SO0LELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF : caffylng—

On Roule (1)—
{1) On the northbound journey in the followlng order
of priorlty:

(a) Perishuble foodstuffs under refrigeration for
consnmption at Wittenoom.

(b} Perishalle foodstuffa under refrigeration for
consumplion at other places on or oear the
prescribed route, north of the 26th parallel of
sonth latitude,

{¢) Perlshable foodstuffs under recfrigeration for
consumption at Paynes Find.

(4) Other goods for use or consumption st Witten-
oom.,

{e) Other goods for use or consumption at other
places on or near the prescribed route, north
of the 28th parallel of south latitude.

{2} On the southward journey eny goods which have
been in use, or produced at Wittenoom.

On Route (2)—
{1} On the northbound journey in the following order
of priority:

{a) Perishable foodstutfs under refrigeratlon for
consumption at ¥Mt. Newman.

{b) Perishable foodstuffs under refrigeration for
consumption at other places on or near the
prescribed route, north of the 26th paralle] of
south latitude.

{c) Perishable foodstuffs under refrigeralion for
consumptlon at Puynes Find.

{d) Other goods for use or consumption at Mt.
Newman,

{e) Other goods for use or consumption at other
places on or near the prescribed roule, morth
of the 26th paralle] of south latitude.

{2) On the southbound Journey any goods which have
been In use, of produced at Newman.

On Route (3)
{1) On the northbound: ourney” m thef ollowing order
of priority:
(a) Perishable foodstufls under refrigetation for
consumption at Paraburdoo.
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(b) Perishable focdstuffs under refrigeration for
consumption at other placea oo or near the
prescribed route, north of the 28th parallef of
south latitude.

(c} Perishable foodstuffs under refrigeratlon for
consumpilon at Paynes Find.

{d) Other goods for use or consumption at Para-
burdno.

(¢) Other goods for use or consumption at other
places on or near the prescribed route, north
of the 26th parallel of south latitude.

(2) On the southbound journcy any goods which have
been in nse, or produced at Paraburdoo.

On Roule (4)—
(1) On the northbound journey in the following order
of priority :

{a) Perishable foodstuffs under refrigerntion for
consumption at Tom Price.

{b) Perishable foodstuffs under refrigeration for
consumpiion at other places on or near the
presctibed route, morth of the 26th parallel
of south latitude.

(¢} Perishable foodstuffs under refrigeration for
consumption at Paynes Find.

(d) g:iher goods for use or consumption at Tom
ce.

{e) Other goods for use or consumption at other
places on or near the prescribed route north
of the 26th parallel of sonth latitude.

(2) On the southbound journey any goods which hava
been In use, or produced at Tom Price.

Qn Rouler (5) and (8)—
{1} On the northbound journey [tom Perth :

Perishable foodstuffs wnder refrigeration for use o
consumption at any of the places specifled on the prescribed
eoute.,

{2y On the southhound journey to Perth :

() Fish, prawn and other refrigerated cargo
produced at Cape Lambert, Roebourne, Onslow,
Exmouth or Carnarvon,

(1) Tin ore produced north of the 26th parallel of
south latitude (as from 14/3/73).

On Roule (7)

(1) On the northbound journey from Perth @ Perlshable
foodstuffa under refrigeration for use or consumption st any
of the places specified on the prescribed route.

(2) On the southbound journey to Perth :
{1} Fish, prawn and other refrigeraied ea
duced at Cape Lambert, Hoebourue,
and Carnarvon.

(i1} Frozen meats and other refrigerated cargo pro-
duced at Broome, Derby, Kunupwrra end
Wyndham.

On Route (B1—0n the northbound journey from Perth—
Perishabie foodstuffs under refrigeration for use or com-
sumption at Agnew only.

On Roule (9)—

{a) On northbound journeys, goods which have
been forwarded by rail to Geraldton, or which
have been produced at Geraldton, and which
are for use or copsumption within the Shires
named :

{b) On eouthbound journeys, goods which have
been produced in such Shires, or which are
consigned from such Shires in the ordlnary
course of bus! by I ident thereln,
or having a fixed place of business thereln, and
which goods are to be consigned by rall from
Geraldton, or are for use or consumption at
Geraldton.

Provided that no goods shall be set down on any north-
bound journey, or taken up on any southbound journeys,
at any place south of Galena.

0 pro-
nslow

CONDITIONS ! On Routes 1 to 8 {inchisive)

2 This licence shall authorizse the transport of goods pot
more than one per week in each ditectlon on each of the
routes defiped In this licence with the exception that, oo
route (2) goods may be transported to Mt. Newman twice
per week in accordabce with the timetable aa set out in
condltlon 5.
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3. Withln seven (7) days after the end of each calendar
month the lcensee shall supply to the Commlssioner of
Transport for statisical purpasea, a statement In the form
required by the Commission, showing particulars of each
journey completed during such month and the quantities
and types of goods carried.

4. For the purposes of this licence. the term * Perishable
Foodstufis "* shall not include aleohollc Leverages, nerated
waters ar conrdlals.

5. The following timetable shall Le adhered to unless
otherwise approved by the Commissioner of Transport ¢

On Route 1—Tiepart Perth Tuesday 5.00 p.m.—Arrive
Wittenoom Thursday 10.00 a.m.

On Roule 2—Depart Perth Tuesday 3.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.
—Arrive Mt Newmon Wednesday 3.00
p.m, to 5.00 p.m.

Depart Perth Saturday 10.00 a.m.—Arrlve
Mt. Newman Sunday 10.00 a.m.

On Route 3—Depart Perth Tuesday 500 p.m.—Arrive
Paraburdoo Thursday 4.00 p.m.

On Route 4—~Depart Perth Tuesday 5.00 p.m.—Arrive
Tom Price Thursday 2.00 p.m.

Condition 8. On Route (9}

This licence shall not authorise the transport on the public
vehlele of any goods unless a deseription and the welght of
such goods. the Places of their ofdzin nnd destination and the
names of their consignors and consignees, are contained in a
manifest in possession of the driver. 'The driver shall produce
any such manilest for inspection oo demand by a member of
the Police Force, or un anthorised officer of the Commissioner
of Transport.

LICEXCE XNo. 13401

(3) Gascoyne Trading Pty. Ltd—21st
December, 1972.

Bell Bres. Pty. Ltd, (Perth to
North-West)—27th  November,
19%72.

O. J. E, Thompson and H. P. W.
Joosten—20th December, 1972,
and transferred to A. R. Hoar
on 28th June, 1973.

Bell Bros. Pty. Ltd. (Perth fto
Agnew)—27th November, 1972.

(4} Gascoyne Trading Pty. Ltd.
Bell Bros. Pty. Lid.
A. R. Hoar.

(5) (a) and (b) The licence originally
held by Wittenoom Road Services
from 27th November, 1971, to
operate between Perth and Witte-
noom was transferred to Bell Bros.
Pty. Ltd. on 1st March, 1968.

A licence granted to Chapman
Transport Pty. Ltd. on 23rd August,
1962, to operate from Perth to
Marble Bar and Nullagine weas
transferred to Gascoyne Trading
Pty. Ltd. on 27th November, 1962.
A licence granted to Interstate
and W.A. United Transport Pty.
Ltd. on 17th July, 1970, to operate
from Perth to Windarra, was trans-
ferred to G. G. Hood on 6th
QOctober, 1971; thence to O. J. E.
Thompson and H. P. W. Joosten
on l4th March, 1972, and finally
to A. R. Hoar on 28th June, 1973.

(6) (a) Yes.
(b)Y H. G. Johnson and Co. Pty
Ltd.

Richardson Bros. of Port Hed-
land.

Indian Pacific Service, Incor-
porated.

Nor-West Refrigeration Ser-
vice,

(1) Gascoyne ‘Trading Pty. Ltd.—

$5,593.02 for 23 vehicles.

Bell Bros. Pty. Ltd.—$4,041.90 for
13 vehicles,

A. R. Hoar—$130.50 for 1 vehicle.

MEAT
Export Tax

The Hon. N. McNEILL, to the Leader
of the House:

Referring to question 5 on the
12th September, 1973, concerning
the meat export tax—

(1) Will the Minister reconsider
his answer to part (2) and
provide a reply more appro-
priate to the guestion?

(2) As the Federal Government
has announced that proceeds
of the tax wiil be utilised to
recoup inspection service costs,
and to provide funds for
disease control, does the Min-
ister agree that the decision
was not essentially the concern
of the Federal Government,
but was also of greal concern
to the Western Australian
industry and to the operation
of disease control services by
State Veterinary and Animal
Health Authorities?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
(1) The honourable member would be

aware that the proposed levy of
1 cent per pound on all mea}
exported is designed to meet the
cost of export meat inspection ser-
vices.

(2) The proposed 0.6 cent per pound

levy applies to bheef exports only
and is designed to fund the na-
tional tuberculosis and brucellosis
eradication programme, The pro-
vision of monies by the Federal
Government now exceeds the
State’s financial commitments to
the programme. The Federal Gov-
ernment will also contribute to-
wards the compensation of cattle
found to be affected with tuber-
culosis. This eradication program-
me is of vital concern to the West-
ern Australian meat indusiry and
the State animal health authorities
which are responsible for that part
of the national programme applic-
able to the State.
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RAVENSTHORPE HIGH
SCHOOL

Additions and Grounds

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to
the Leader of the House:

(1} When were the major additions to
the Ravensthorpe Junfor High
School completed?

(2} (a) Was a landscape plan com-
pleted; and

() if not, why not?

(3) (a) Has water been reticulated to
the garden area, or have
garden taps been installed;

(b if not, why not?

(4) Is it considered advantageous to
have gardens, lawns and play areas
established at schools?

(5) (a) Whao carries out this work; and

(b) at how many schools are full
or part time gardeners em-
ployed?

{6) Is the help given to the Ravens-
thorpe Parents and Citizens' Asso-
ciation typlcal of that given to
those in—

{(a) city schools; and
(b} other country schools?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
(1) April 1971.

(2) (a) No.

(h) Normal landscaping cannot be
carried out because of the
limited availabllity of water.

(3) (a) Garden taps have been in-
stalled and the area of de-
veloped ground is already in
excess of the amount per-
mitted from a mains water
supply.

(b) Answered by (a).
(4) Yes.

(5) (a) The Department carries out
grounds development within
100 feet of school buildings.
The development of playing
flelds at primary schoals is the
responsibility of the Parents
and Citizens' Assoclation with
subsidy assistance.

(b) Al schools with sufficient de-
velopment to justify such an
appointment have been pro-
vided with the services of a
gardener.

(6) (a) and {b) It is the Department’s
policy to assist all Government
schools to develop playing areas to
the limit of circumstances in the
particular area.

WATER BSUPPLIES
Extensions from Mains

The Hon. 8. T. J. Thompson, for the
Hon. N. E. BAXTER, to the Leader
of the House:

With reference to my question and
the reply of Thursday, the 13th
September, 1973, regarding water
supply extensions, in which the
answer was “Yes, with certaln
congitions"'—

(a) does the Country Water Supply
Department have  similar
policy;

(b} if not, why not?
The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:

(a) No, as supply conditions in
rural farmlands are not com-
pargble with those in the
metropolitan area.

(b) Under rural conditions the
services of the type permitied
by the Metropolitan Water
Board could be required to be
very long and laid in areas
where inspection is very dif-
flcult. In the event of leaks
developing serious wastage of
water can result. Furthermore
unauthorised connections can-
not readily be policed and
these cause a consequential
loss of revenue.

TRANSPORT

Relocation of Bus Stop:
Wanneroo Road

The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON, to the
Leader of the House:

Further to the reply to gquestion
4 on Thursday, the 13th Sep-
tember, 1973, regarding the re-
location of the bus stop at the
corner of Lawley Street and Wan-
neroo Road, will the Minister
advise—

(a) the nature of the r works
referred to in the nister's
answer; and

(by when is it expected these
works will be completed?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:

(g) an embayment to Tuart and
Wanneroo Road in conjune-
tion with channelisation which
necessitates movement of
S.E.C, poles and underground
P.M.G. services.

(b) PM.G. estimate is mid-De-
cember, 1973,

The 8.E.C. is awalting pegging
by the local authority, the
Clty of Stirling and estimate
three to four months.
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AGE OF MAJORITY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by The
Hon. R. Thompson (Minister for Pollce),
and passed.

WO0OD CHIPPING INDUSTRY
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 13th Septem-
ber.

THE HON. T. 0. PERRY (Lower
Central) [4.52 p.m.]l: The Bill now before
us has been framed to ratify a variation
agreement between the State and the
W.A. Chip & Pulp Co. Pty. Ltd. The
launching of any project or industry which
converts waste material into a saleable
commodity will receive enthuslastic sup-
port. In the case of this contract which is
for the supply of $200,000,000 worth of
wood chips over a period of 15 years, it
will bring a boost to the economy of the
Manjimup district. Apart from the boost
of the production of wood chips, of course,
the project will also involve the huilding of
the wood chipping plant, houses for the
inereased work force required, and all the
benefits this will bring to practically every
business house In Manjimup.

In the past, timber cutting was very
wasteful. Up until the late 1920s, the bulk
of the sleepers produced in Western Aus-
tralla were hewn sleepers. The method
used was to split the logs Into billets which
were then cut to the correet size with a
broad axe, which naturally was very
wasteful. This method was replaced in
the late 19205 and the 19303 by spot mills
which sawed the timber into sleepers. Most
of the offcuts from the sleepers went into
a fire chute and were burnt. The con-
struction of the first spot mills was pretty
rough and crude and they were dangerous
to work in. The scantlings from the spot
mills were poorly cut and had very little
market value,

At a later date these mills were improved
and quite a lot of scantling and fence posts
were cut in them. Even today a great deal
of wastage occurs in the timber industry
in our most modern mills. Therefore, an-
other industry which can make use of the
waste and produce wood chips which have
a ready sale in Japan should be of great
advantage to this State.

Last Wednesday, just before the Bill was
introduced in the House, I was amazed to
pick up The West Australian of that day’s
date and see an article headed, “E.P.A,
Reservations on Wood Chip Plan”. The
article commences—

The Environmental Protection Auth-
ority has reservatlons about the $11
militon wood chip Industry proposed
for Manjimup.
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It helleves that the State’s obligation
to provide annually 670,000 tons of
greenweight for 15 years may be irre-
congilable with the power of the Con-
servator of Forests to excise areas for
environmental reasons.

The authorlty's interlm report on
the project—for which the Federal
Government has granted an export
licence—was tabled in the Legislative
Assembly yesterday.

I will not read all of the article, but I
would llke to refer to some later para-
graphs which read as follows—

Because of the circumstances, the
authority considered that 1ts role in
environmental management had been
changed so that it could not provide
an Independent comment on the pro-
proposal.

RESEARCH
Instead, it had established manage-
ment machinery with the widest poss-
ible expert advice to ensure that
appropriate research would start as
a matter of urgency.

Dr. O’Brien said that the authority
regarded possible salinity problems as
its maln environmental worry for the
area.

The Forests Department commenced its
environmental impact study in early April,
1973, belleving it had up to 18 months to
complete its evaluation. After four short
weeks, the department was told to complete
the study within the next two weeks.

I would Uke to pose this question: How
could any authority, in such a short period
of time, come up with a worth-while report
on such an important matter? I am aware
that the environmental position is covered
in the Bill. The proposed new clause 30A
reads as follows—

30A. Nothing in this Agreement
shall be construed to exempt the Com-
pany from compllance with any
requirement In connection with the
protection of the environment arising
out of or incidental to the operations
of the Company hereunder that may be
made by the State or any State agency
or instrumentality or any local or other
authority or statutory body of the
State pursuant to any Act for the time
being in force.;

However, nothing in this clause suggests
what the company’s costs In connection
with this provision will be.

My experience In clearing goes back to
the late 1940s when I selected Location
3574, Wellington Place In the Wellington
water shed—a virgin block in one of the
upper reaches of the Collie River, I cleared
about 700 acres, mainly as parkland clear-
ing, and left all the blue gums in the gully.
Immediately there was an outbreak of
excess salinity in the gully, so much so
that today the CS.IR.O. and the Public
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Works Department are carrying out re-
search In the Wellington water shed
regarding the salinity of the Wellington

The increasing salinity in the Welling-
ton Dam is causing concern, A little north
of the property 1 had in the upper reaches
of the Collie River the water shed by the
Harris River was in turn shed back into
the Collie River. I can clearly recall that
some 25 years ago there was little or no
salt encroachment in this river stream, but
with slight clearing of some 2,000 acres in
the upper reaches of the Harris River salt
encroachment occurred in the river bed
and now, of course, many acres of the
Harris River have been spoilt by salt en-
croachment.

I understand there is provision in the
agreement, between the wood chipping
company and the Government to leave a
belt of green timber along the Warren and
Donnelly streams, but I doubt if this will
have any value in restricting the salinity
of the water in that area. My experience—
and I am sure other members in this
Chamber have had the same experience—
is that it i1s not the clearing of timber on
the river banks that causes salt encroach-
ment, but the clearing of timber from the
hill tops. When they are cleared the
water washes down, the water table rises,
and salt encroachment oceurs in the
gullles.

So it would appear that the Forests
Department, which was asked to carry out
some research, was given very little time in
which to carry out a thorough feasibility
study on the possibility of salt encroach-
ment in the areas concerned. When we
consider the fact that the agreement pro-
vides for up to 27,000 acres a year to be
cut for wood chips, that over a period of
four years possibly 100,000 acres of timber
will be eut and that, possibly, it will be
four or five years before we have any
knowledge as to what effect this will have
on the local streams and environment, the
matter becomes really serious, because if
this cutting of timber does have an ad-
verse effect on the environment I do not
know how it will be reversed. It will not
be done in five minutes,

I know that a great deal can be done
over a period of 100 years, but once salt
encroachment occurs in any area it is very
difficult to do anything about it.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Do you know of
any salt-affected areas among the farm-
ing properties in this proposed licensed
aree?

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: I do not know
of any area where 27,000 acres of timber
will be cut in one year,

The Hon. V J. Ferry: Not all of it will
be cut in one year; it will be a patchwork
quilt operation.
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The Hon. T. O. PERRY: I can show the
honourable member the effect of patch-
work clearing in the Collie catchment area
which is causing a great deal of concern,
and reasearch is being conducted there by
the C.8.IL.R.O. and the Public Works De-
partment to ascertain what c¢an be done to
prevent the salt encroachment in the
Collie catchment area.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: I realise that what
-ou say I8 true in that area, but the posi-
tlon will be different in the south and
south-western areas of the State.

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: When I was &
boy there was no salt encroachment in the
Collie River. I can recall reference being
made to salt encroachment in the Black-
wood River area, but many settlers said
they would never see the encroachment of
salt in the Collie catchment area.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: The point you
have missed is that this licensed area will
be regenerated very quickly.

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: I wonder how
quickly an area such as the one in ques-
tion can be regenerated. The cutting will
take a perlod of time, and I am trying to
visualise the type of fire that will be set
in the areas that are cut over. Some 12
years ago we had a fire disaster at Dwell-
ingup and the honourable member will no
doubt recall that prior to that time the -
Forests Department adveocated it was
undesirable to burn the State forests.
Many people warned the Forests Depart-
ment that unless a fire was put through
the area there would he a calamity such
as the one that occurred at Dwellingup. In
the areas around Dwellingup fires were
prohibited in the forest belt for nearly
20 years and the mulch in some places was
nearly one foot deep. If we cut marri
forests in the Manjimup-Pemberton area
I wonder what depth of muleh will be on
the ground after this cutting has been
carried out.

I can imagine that possibly the mulch on
the ground will be even greater than what
was on the ground in the Dwellingup aresa
before the fire,

When the Dwellingup fire started no fire-
fighting equipment was available to quell
1t and it was fortunate there was no loss of
life as a result of that disaster.

The report we have before us was tabled
only last Thursday. On the same day the
reservations made by the Environmental
Protectlon Authorlty on the wood chipping
project were published in the Press. I was
unable to obtain a copy of this report untfl
after lunch today and I am concerned that
insufficlent research has been made into
this project. I do not intend to knock the
proposal because I belleve that very llttle
has been galned from the red gum forests
In Western Australla. Nevertheless I am
of the opinlon that possibly red gum timber
or marrl timber has some value. I myself
have made a complete set of clover-rolling
machinery from marri timber and many of
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the log haullers in the district cut marrl
timber to bulld the bodles of the log-haul-
Ing trucks. Marr] does not splinter in the
same way as jarrah or wandoo.

The Hon. F. D. Willmott: It is a great
deal lighter, too.
The Hon, T. O. PERRY: If it is pro-

tected from the weather red gum timber
will last for a number of years, but no
worth-while use has been made of marri
timber up to date. Therefore I belleve this
project will be not only & great advantage
to the State, but also a great advantage to
Manjimup provided we are certain of the
direction in which we are heading and
know the effect this industry will have on
the environment in that area. So I take
the opportunity to raise this doubt: Do we
know the ultimate effect this project will
have on the environment in the area in
question?

THE HON, F. R. WHITE (West) [5.09
p.am.]: I endorse many of the statements
made by Mr. Perry on this legisiation so X
do not wish to repeat them. However I
take the opportunity to express my concern
about the undue haste that has been taken
to present this Bill to Parltament and also
the manner in which it has been presented.
What I am concerned about is the lack of
consideration that has been given to the
members of this Chamber by not presenting
to them sufficlent information that is avail-
able to enable them to speak on this sub-
ject In an enlightened manner.

Last ‘Thursday, followlng the Minister's
second reading speech on the Bill, and
while the debate was still in progress, a
copy of the impact report on the industry
now under consideration was tabled in this
Chamber., Mr. Perry stated that this re-
port was requested from the Forests De-
partment and that the department was
virtually granted only two weeks in which
to prepare it. At this point in time to my
knowledge we still have not had tabled
8 copy of the interim report by the En-
vironmental Protectlon Authorlty on the
proposed legislation. Following the Insist-
ence of a member in ancother place the
report was tabled in that Chamber and I
was able to obtain a copy of it from there.

The Environmental Protection Authority
has stated very clearly that it is not happy
about the lack of research on this project
up to the present time. It has stated that
it is very concerned not only with the pos-
sible effect this wood chipping industry
will have on the environment, but also with
the effect on the environment of the bauzx-
ite mining industry that will be established
in the same area. In many places in the
report by the E.P.A. reference is made to
the grave doubts on the possible effect of
water salinity and the view is expressed
that hasty action should not be t{aken to
establish this project.

Rather surprisingly, the Environmental
Protection Authority has made it clear that
although in 1969 Parliament passed an
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agreement Act, and that early in July,
1973, the present Government signed an
agreement with the venturers, it was
clearly beyond the statutory requirements
of the E.P.A, to recommend whether or not
the project should go forward.

Further, the Minister in another place
has stated—

Amongst the recommendations of
the E.P.A. in its Interim Report I find
the recommendation that human and
fiscal resources be provided to carry
out necessary research as a matter of
urgency, . . .

The Minister also made the following state-
ment—

I want to emphasise that the En-
vironmental Protection Authority has
not eéndorsed this project, equally well
the EP.A. has advised me that it is
scarcely in a statutory position to dis-
approve of the project.

As 1 have sald, in its report, the EP.A.
makes great comment on the possible effect
on the environment, not only of the wood
chipping industry, but also of the proposed
bauxite mining undertaking and wood
pulping industry that may eventually be
established.

Its conclusions are very interesting., I
think it worthy that the council should
know what the flnal conclusions of the
EP.A. are. The following appears on page
9 of the E.P.A. report—

8.1 The E.P.A. remains unconvinced
that sufficient is known about environ-
mental implications of the woodchip
proposal for it to be completely en-
dorsed at this point in time.

In 8.2 of the conclusions we find the fol-
lowing—

It would he unrealistic, however. to
ignore the possibility that strong pres-
sures may be brought {0 bear on the
Conservator—

Meaning the Conservator of Forests—

—to neglect such advice as may be
given him from time to time.

That is a very pointed statement. We have
been advised by various speakers that tne
control of the wood chipping Industry ang
the clearing in this ares will be under
the administration of the Conservator of
Forests; yet the E.P.A. recognises that
pressures may be brought to bear upon
the conservator which could cause works
to take place against the conservator’s
wishes and which could harm the enviran-
ment. On pages % and 10 of the report
the following appears—

8.3 The EP.A. also recommends that
human and flscal resources be pro-
vided to carry out necessary research
as a matter of urgency . . .

8.4 The E.P.A. reservations about this
profect can be summarised as follows:
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on the one hand the State has
the obligation to provide 670,000
tons of green weight timber per
annhum for fifteen years;

on the other hand guided by re-
search findings, the Conservator
can excise areas for various en-
vironmental reasons.

In simple terms, as research results
pecome available, these two actions
may prove to be mutually irrecon-
cilable.

There are strong doubts about this par-
ticular industry. There is an expression
of opinion that when the research is
carried out and the conservator, if he is
able to withstand the pressures, desires to
restrict clearing out of respect for the
environmental conditions it may be im-
possible to reap the 670,000 tons of green
timber per year.

A great deal of work has been done by
individual members of the community who
are experienced and knowledgeable people.
They alsa express concern at the possible
effect on the environment. They do realise,
however, that we must also have economic
development in areas. They realise that
adequate research must take place before
the industry is allowed to be proceeded
with, because there are the possibilities of
serious environmental conseguences.

I have no proposals to oppose this legis-
lation. It is cbvious the legislation will be
carried, but like these other people—like
the EP.A. for example—I also sound a
strong word of caution to the Government,
to the Conservator of Forests, and to those
engaged in the industry, that if they are
not very careful they could create a
tremendous amount of damage to not only
the flora and fauna of the area, but most
vitally to the salinity of surface waters
and, more importantly, to the underground
waters which we require for our domestic
and drinking purposes, and for other pur-
poses,

With those words of caution I support
the second reading.

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan—Leader of the House) [5.20
pm.]l: First I would like to thank those
members who have made a contribution to
the debate. I think Mr. Ferry set the de-
bate on a very high plane by clearly indi-
cating he had done considerable research
on the subject. It is strange for us to find
one member should have the opportunity
to carry out the necessary research while
other members seem to find some difficulty
because certain publications are not made
available to them.

May I make an explanation on the re-
guested report on marri which I tabled
last Thursday. I think you, Sir, had
just started to enter the Chamber when
I was handed a copy of the report. Ac-
cordingly I had no opportunity to explain
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to Mr. White why the report had not been
tabled. I immediately made a note of this
on my notlce of papers to be tabled and
that is why I tabled the particular report.

It was most Interesting to listen to some
of the things Mr. Ferry had to say. His
exhibition, for instance, of wood chipping
was most illuminating and gave members
an opportunity to see what is being done.

I was particularly interested in Mr.
Ferry's comments on regeneration. I had
an opportunity many years ago to look
at the set-up of the paper industry at
Boyer out from Hebart in Tasmania. The
scheme there was based on the regenera-
tion of forests. The industry had to deal
with & moast difficult timber for the pur-
pose for which jt was to be used. The tim-
her is called swamp gum. The company
divided the area it possessed into approxi-
mately 19 egual sections.

The reason for the 19 areas was that
swamp gum takes 19 years to reach full
maturity. The company cleared one section
per year and after using that timber in its
particular operation the company then
burnt off t¢ make sure that the seeds ger-
minated in the ground after which it pro-
ceeded to the next block.

The ultimate result of this aperation
would be that after 19 years on returning
to the original block they would filnd a
better forest than that with which they
started. And so the cycle continued and
the operation of the paper industry in
Boyer in Tasmania was & continuous one.
The industry found it necessary to import
pulp from New Zealand to mix with the
pulp obtained from the swamp gum which
produced the paper in question.

There is a slmiliar industry in the north
of Tasmania at Burnie. Both these indus-
tries produce paper produets in the form
of cardboard, and wrapping paper and so
on.

Mr. Ferry also said that some Japanese
cantracts were due to expire in 1975 and
he particularly referred to those in the
United States and Canada which are the
main contracts for wood chips for pulp.
Of course the industry must look to other
parts of the Pacific area to gain what it
wants. This is one of the bases of the
wood chipping industry in the south of
Manjimup and Pembherton.

Mr, Perry referred to regeneration of the
main clearings and he wanted to know how
long it would take. Tt is possible Mr. Perry
was not here when Mr. Willmott gave an
example of his own property when he
cleared a block of land on which there was
marrl and on which, because of the last
war and various other difficulties, nothing
further was done. Mr. Willmott sald that
to his amazement within five years there
was a better stand of timber on that land
than when he flrst cleared it. This is an
example of how such timber s regenerated.



3384 [COUNCIL.1

The Hon. T. O. Perry: But that would
not be nearly as large as this area.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: As the industry
progresses year after year and as regenera-
tion takes place under the system fore-
shadowed I do not think there will be the
slightest doubt that we will have a wood
chipping industry in perpetuity.

The Hon. T. O. Perry: I hope so.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: So that members
may have some further information about
the aspects that have bheen raised the
following points may bear repetition in
closing the debate—

It 1s estimated that 1,300 people will
be supported by the Manjimup wood
chip industry., Most of these people
will live in the town, and they will
recelve an annual pay cheque of about
$2.6 million.

In the wider State context, the
Company will contribute about $1.25
million in rail freight charges;
$370,000 to the Bunbury Pert Auth-
ority and $120,000 to the Forestry
Department, making a total, including
wages, of about $4.3 million per year.

In addition, the Company will ex-
pend $11 million on plant and build-
ings, while the Forestry Department
will invest another $600,000, mostly on
housing.

Besides the increased population,
cash flow and consumer demand in the
Manjimup area, the benefits of the
wood chip industry will have a wide
impact. Factors such as improved
transport, schooling, hospitals, general
community facilities and Intangibles
such as a sense of economic well being,
will combine to increase the quality of
lfe for existing residents as well as
the incoming workforce.

Many of these benefits will radiate
from the immediate employment
areas. There will be a sharply accel-
ergted demand for technical and
general support services. Not only the
relatively large-scale industrles such
as railway maintenance but also the
smaller industries and trades which
cater for individuals, such as garages,
television servicing etc. While wood
chips are heing exported, fuel, food,
consumer goods and technieal and
domestic services will flow into the
Manjimup area. A high proportion of
these goeds and services will be sup-
plied from the South-West by expan-
sion of existing facilities and creation
of new employment opportunities with
associated capital investment.

In addition to the immediaie pros-
pect of emplovment for about 430 in
the weood chip Industry, a possible
future 100,000 ton per year pulp mill
would require a workforce of 130. On
this basts, 560 people could be ulii-

mately employed jn the Manjimup
wood ¢hip and pulp industry. Assum-
ing & 3:1 population/workforce ratio,
about 1,680 people would be directly
supported by the industry. These
people would distribute something like
$3.4 million in the South-West each
year.

It is important to note that the chip
and pulp industry is designed to con-
tinue forever by replanting of har-
vested timber. Also, that demand for
cellulose fibre 1s growing at an unpre-
cedented rate throughout the world.
Plastics are the only possible competi-
tor, yet so-called *“plastic paper”
developed in Japan cannof compete
on economic grounds and 1s becoming
even more costly as the world oil price
spirals upward.

Wood chips will be exported from
the Port of Bunbury. Each year the
Bunbury Port Authority will receive
gbout $340,000 in revenue alone. The
wood chip industry is viewed as a
substantial source of revenue to the
Port Authority at an early stage in
the new port development.

In the past, sawmill waste has had
a nuisance value only and fts disposal
has been costly. The position will
now reverse, as mill waste will earn its
keep to the extent of $300,000 a year
by utilisation in the chip industry.

By Introduction of co-ordination in
logging operatlons, the sawmilling in-
dustry In Manjimup will be saved up
to 20 per cent. of current logging costs.
At an estimated cost of $5 per load for
an average haul of 15 miles, the sav-
ing will be about $300,000 a year

Upgrading of rall track in the Scuth-
West as a direct result of the wood
chip Industry will give faster and more
frequent rall services; for example
containerised fruit transport to Fre-
mantle for overseas shippihg and
perishables to metropolitan markets.

The W.A.G.R. will receive about $1.25
millton a year from rail freights. This
will assist in broadening the base of
the raflways operations In the South-
West and enable it to contain rising
costs which wiill benefit existing users,
Dieselation of rallway operations has
cansed redundancy In some sectors of
the workforce. These people have been
reluctant to leave their established
homes. Increased activity resulting
from the wocd chip industry will fully
utilize these people. Present utfiiz-
ation of W.A.GR. facilitles Is only 25
per cent. of the full capacity In the
Manjimup area. This will increase to
over 6G per ecent. on a regular basis by
the wood chip industry. The wood chips
and slumina enterprises will enable the
establishment of extensive servicing
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facllities at Bunbury, instead of send-
ing locomotives to Perth. A skilled
labour force will consequently be bullt
up in the South-West.

In concluslon, the wood chip industiry
will provide an immediately and rapidly
growing contribution to the South-
West., Both the Company and the
State are committed under the Agree-
ment to inject massive finance into the
reglon. $2.6 million will he distributed
each year In Company pay Dbackets.
while no estimate has been made at
this stage of increased employment in
the rallways, port, road upgrading and
the whole range of technical and eon-
sumer support services and industries.

Estimation of workforce directly em-
ployed in a typical 750,000 tonne ner
annum wood ¢hip plant:

Operation Employees
Felling, logging 135
Chip mill 65
Transport, handling 60
Administration, research 50
Services 30
Consequential 35

So the total number of workers assoclated
with the various operations will be 375. Also,
the Forests Department will employ ancther
55 men so the total number of additional
emplioyees will be 430.

Mr. PFerry ralsed the question of road
maintenance tax fo be pald on vehicles
using the roads, and he referred to the fact
that the tax has to be paid on vehicles
using public roads. I could give a couple
of examples of private roads which are In
existence In Western Australia and, prob-
ably, the classic example would be the road
which runs from Hannan's Reward, the
open cut mine at the top of Hannan Street,
Kalgoorlie. I think the company 1s West-
ern Mining Corporation and the are for
crushing is carried on a private road. That
company does not pay road maintenance
tax on vehicles using the road. I think the
Western Mining Corporation, in its wisdom,
purchased sufficient land to ensure that it
could construct a private road. As a con-
sequence, the road was sealed off from
public use and the company does ngt have
to pay road maintenance tax. A similar
road exists in the Kambalda area where ore
is carted from Lake Lefroy.

By contrast, another blg company oper-
ating In the north of this State has a
road which, I think, the company con-
structed. However, that road is classi-
fied as a public road and consequently the
companhy has to pay road maintenance tax
under the provisions of the Act.

The information I have been able to glean
is that a road s considered to be private
when it is not accessible to the public: in
other words, when it is blocked off at both
ends to prevent public aceess and notices
are displayed advising that 1t is a private
road and that trespassers will be prosecuted.
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That s not to say that somebody would not
cut across from another road, some dis-
tance away, and use the private road. By
s0 doing such a person would be bresking
the law to the extent that he would be
using a road on which he was not entitled
to operate. Where a road is blocked off,
and the gateways are locked to prevent
access, it can he classified as a private road.
There is no necessity to pay road mainten-
ance tax while using a private read.

The problem of private roads is one
which will have to be worked out. It is
not my function or duty to explain to the
various companies how they e¢an convert
a road which they have built and which,
perhaps, they maintain, so that they do
not have to pay road maintenance tax.

The Hon. T. O. Perry: But surely the
vehicles will cross public roads.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: As soon as they
¢ross a public road they will become liable
for read maintenance tax.

The Hon. T. O. Parry: They will have
to cross public roads.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: That is right. As
soon as they cross public roads they will
pay road maintenance tax, but while the
vehicles are on private roads there is no
necessity for it to be paid,

The Hon, J. L. Hunt: How does G.M.K.
get on when it crosses the main road in
Kalgoorlie?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: It does not.
The Hon. J, L. Hunt: That company
crosses the Willlamstown road.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Yes, it does
cross that road.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: It would be most
difficult to assess the tax for crossing one
road over a short streich of three or four
miles. It is probable that the ‘Transport
Commission plays "Lord Nelson'.

The Hon. A. ¥. Griffith: Yes, I think
it does.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: That the company
does pay tax, or does not?

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: No, the commis-
sion plays “Lord Nelson”.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I have been told
the company does not pay road mainten-
ance tax and not being the inquisitive or
squizzy type I have not inquired further.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I have been
told that your Government is not keen to
collect it, either.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: That is another
story which I will take up at some other
time.

Some time ago I sent to the Minister
for Forests a letter which I had received
from the West Australian Wildflower
Society. That society was concerned with
the possible detrimental effect which the
operations of the company might have on
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wildflowers. A letter I have received from
the Minister for Forests should clear up
the fears expressed by Mr. White. The five
points raised by the society are covered by
clauses of the Bill, and are referred to by
the Minister as follows—

(1) The new clause 30A covers gen-
eral environmental protection.
Under the Forests Act the Forest
Department is given the responsi-
bility of regenerating areas of
Stete Forest that are cut over.
Within the Schedule to the prin-
cizal Agreement the right 1o
reserve areas for conservation
purposes is contained in condition

.

{2) Safeguards to control salinity are
contained in provisions to restrict
cutting in sensitive areas (condi-
tion 9)—

That is a mosi vital point which will be
of interest to Mr. Perry, and which was
referred to by a very close namesake in
My, Ferry. Mr. Ferry referred to the fact
that the area under discussion is mostly
flat, undulating, gravelly country qulte
different from that surrounding Collie. To
continue—

—and to take all action required
by the Minister to avoid the pol-
lution (including significant sal-
inity changes) of any catchment
area (condition 21).

(3) Bafeguards for point 2 also apply
to gullying and sedimentation in
the water catchment areas.

(4) There is no intention to plant
softwood species on any areas in-
volved in the chip wood project.
The object of removing the marri
is to ensure better regeneration
of indigenous species on areas euf,
over to obtain sawmill logs.

(5) Apart from the National Park al-
ready in existence in the area, the
Government is currently consider-
ing a proposal to retain the en-
tire coastal strip as National Park.
The Porests Department also re-
tains some 150,000 acres within
the State Forest in the license
area as special reserves for wiid-
life values.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How far inland
does the coastal strip extend?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I could not tell the
Leader of the Opposition. Perhaps 1
could appeal to Mr. Ferry

The Hon. F. D. Willmott: The distance
varies. The reference is to coastal sand-
hill country.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Could the hon-
ourable member tell me what the variation
would be, in miles?

{COUNCIL.)

The Hon. F. D. Willmott: I think Mr.
Stubbs referred to a distance of two or
three miles.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: To¢ what maxi-
mum?

The Hon. F, D, Willmott: I do not know
the maximum; probably about nine miles.

The Hon, J. DOLAN: The letter con-
tinues—

Of the remalning State Forest area
to be cut over, twenty percent will be
left intact along streams, roadsides
and as corridors for fauna, fiora and
aesthetic preservation, This is ex-
plained within the Impact Statement.

That is a very important statement. To
continue—

The Environmental Protection
Authority has studied both the Impact
Statement and amended Agreement
and Is satisfied that safeguards are
adequate from the viewpoints of flora
and fauna conservation.

So I think those two aspects would be cov-
ered. The final point I wish to make is
that I noticed seven or elght questions on
the Legisiative Assembly notice paper re-
lating to this particular industry. The
members who asked the guestions seemed
to be perturbed about certaln things. I
do not know the extent of their worries
but I have told the Minister for Develop-
ment and Decentralisation, who introduced
the Bill in another place, that I was quite
prepared to leave the Bill at the third
reading stage until the difficulties were
resolved and we had a clear exposition
with which everybody was satisfled. I
cannot do more than that.

I suggest that if members agree to the
second reading, and we go through the
Committee stage, I will leave the Bill at
the third reading stage until the matters
ralsed in another place are resolved. As
soon as the doubts are resolved—which
could be by tomorrow or the next day—I1
;vould be prepared to move the third read-
ng.

The Hon, A. F. Griffith: Standing Orders
provide that the third reading cannot be
taken until tomorrow. The next day would
be Thursday, and then we adjourn for a
week, do we not?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: That is right. I
expect these matters will be resolved befare
we adjourn for the break of a week.

I have great hopes that this industry
will be a boon to the district where the
operations will take place. The Bill is
worthy of support from members of this
House. I feel the doubts which have heen
expressed will be resolved and there will
be no difficulties whatsoever in the {mmedi-
ate or the distant future. I feel this is an
industry which, because of the regenera-
tion ecapabilities of the forests, will carry
on in perpetuity. With those remarks I
commend the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Blll read a second time.
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In Commiitee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(The Hon., F. D. Willmott) in the Chair;
The Hon. J. Dolan (Leader of the House)
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Clause 5: Second Schedule—

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I am egrateful
for the Minister’'s comments regarding the
application or nonapplication of road
maintenance tax to the wood chipping
industry. I belleve his comments will be
useful to the licensee company in its
endeavour to obtain the maximum advan-
tage, if one is to be found, in overcoming
this charge.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank members for their support of the
Bill, which I think is a worthy one.
Furthermore, I hope Parliament will be
able to expedite the passing of this legis-
lation to confirm the agreement already
made between the Government and the
company. I understand it is necessary to
finalise further contractual arrahgements
between the coinpany and Japanese milling
interests, and in order to ensure all the ends
are tied up and that firm arrangements
can be made In a businesslike way, it is
necessary that this legislatlon be pro-
claimed with a minimum of delay. T
therefore trust there will not be any undue
delay.

The Hon. F. R. WHITE: I rise merely
to ask the Leader of the House {o reply to
the interjectlon of Mr. Arthur Griffith
during the second reading debate, when
he asked whether the Government was
finding the $2,900,000 for the wharf. The
Leader of the House said he would find
out before the debate continued. Could he
satisfy me on that point?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: It was Mr. Arthur
Griffith who asked the question, and I
replied to him privately later the same day.
The Government will find the $2,900,000
capital cost which is involved but it will
get the money back over a pericd of years
through Increased rental charges for the
area and also through increased wharfage
charges, Over a 15-year period the Gav-
ernment will be better off, so it has the
better end of the deal.

Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Repori

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

JURIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on
mation by The Hon. J. Dolan (Leader of
the House), read a first time,
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PROPERTY LAW ACT AMENDMENT

BILL
In Commitiee

The Deputy Chairmen of Cominlttees
{The Hon. R. F. Claughton) in the Chair;
The Hon. J. Dolan (Leader of the House)
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
Clause 3: Amendment to Part VII—

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF': Clause 3 con-
tains the bulk of this Bill. I have already
indicated during the second reading debate
that I support the Bill, but I refer only to
paragraph (b) of the proposed new section
83A, which appears at the top of page 3.
I have on the notice paper an amendment
which I will not move Immediately because
I want to deal with this question generally
and I want to draw atiention to a situa-
tion which I believe this Chamher should
consider,

Dealing first of all with an option: an
option 1s not only for the renewal of a
lease but also for purchase. So when we
talk about an opition we must bear in mind
that we are talking about two different
kinds of animal—aone an option of renewal
of a lease and the other an option to
purchase the property the subject of the
lease, which is a different thing altogether
and has nothing at all to do with the lease
although it may be contained in the lease.

A person might agree to lease premises
and the owner might grant in the lease an
aption of purchase. He might say, “You
can lease my premises’—whether it be a
fwouse or a farm—'"for three years, and if
you want to you can buy that property at
the end of that time, and I will put an
option in the lease.” This is frequently
done with farms, buit the option to pur-
chase really has nothing to do with the
lease. The farmer wants to lease his
property and the lessee wants to lease it.
The farmer is prepared to sell at the
beginning of the lease but the lessee has
not made up his mind. He takes an
option anad at the end of the term of the
lease e wants the right to say he will
exercise his option. That is why he is
given an option to purchase.

Frequently the price is fixed at the be-
ginning of the lease, so that at the end
of the lease the lessee may exercise his
option at a certain price. It is no good if
the price is not fixed at the beginning of
the lease, because by the time the lease
expires the price could have gone up to
such a degree that it would not be worth
exercising an option. This is the signtficant
part. A price is fixed at the beginning of
the lease, and at the explration of the lease
the person who granted the option might
want {0 get out of it. In the case of a
farm, the price might have been fixed five
years previously at a time when the price
of farm produce was so low that nobody
would want to buy a farm. The owner
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might be looking for some way out of the
option he has granted because of an in-
crease in the value of the property.

An option is a contract which really has
nothing to do with the lease, and I say it
is quite unfair that someone should be
able to get out of it simply because of a
technical term in a lease; for exampie, if
the lessee did not water the hydrangeas or
if he cut down some native timber on a
farm. In order to farm, it is often neces-
sary to cut down native timber, but some
leases contain such a condition.

If the lessee happened to cut down some
native timber near the house or a shed,
when the lease said he shouild not do so,
he cannot exercise his option at the end
of the lease, That is a serious situation.
If he wants to buy the place, what does 1t
matter that he cuts down the timber? It
would not make any difference to the value
of the farm, and if he were going to buy
the place anyway he would not he con-
cerned about it. However, because of that
technicality, a person could be denied a
hona fide option to purchase.

The Hon. J. Dolan: When would he
make up his mind he was going to buy the
place? If the lease runs for five years,
early in the period when prices are lower
he might not consider exercising his option,
but near the time the lease was due to
expire I think he would take extreme care
not to chop down the native timber.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: He might have
committed the breach within the first
three weeks of the lease.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (The Hon.
R. F. Claughton): Order!

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: He might
commit the breach near the end of the
lease. The lease document probably says
he can exercise his option during the last
three months of the lease, so he does rot
have to exercise it until the end of the
lease. However, that does not matter. If
he has made up his mind to buy the
place, what does it matter that he has
cut down some of the {imber? If the
owner can say, ‘No, you cannof buy the
place because you have cut down the
timber”, it is utterly irrelevant,

I think most members would belleve the
object of the Bill is to enable the lessee
to exercise his option. Generally spesking,
that is the ohject of the Bill, with one
exception. That is what I am dealing
with in my amendment. Although
we might pass this Blll today and it
might be proclaimed by the Governor in a
meonth’s time, If the lessee committed a
byrcach a month before the Bill was pro-
claimed he would be out of court., He
could not take advaniage of the Bill be-
cause of an amendment mede in anather
place to the effect that the Bill operates
only in the future and not retrospectively.

(COUNCIL.]

Most of us would agree that retrospective
legislation is bad. This is the principle
which was used in the other place—that it
is wrong to give a Bill retrospective effect.
However, there are opceasions when it is
right to give a Bill retraspective effect. If
this Bill is good enough to be passed now.
it was good enough to come into operation
a few years ago when the Property Law
Act was passed in 1969, because this pro-
vision was then incorporated in the pro-
perty law in New South Wales.

So I do not know that the principle of
retrospectivity has very much to do with
this matter. I believe it would be desirable
to go back to the original Bill which was
introduced in the other place, and insert
the amendment proposed in that place. I
suspect I am confusing members about this.
I hape I will have the opportunity to
elaborate further on the matter and to
explain any points I have not made cleat,

The amendment I have on the notice
paper is not quite the same as that pro-
posed in the other House, and I would
like members to consider far a minute
whether it should not be in the same
form as that in another place. That is
why T have not yet moved it. I have a
feeling we should go back to the original
BEill, before it was amended in anather
place, which stated that the provisions
apply to leases whenever they were
executed before the passing of this mea-
sure.

The Hon. F. R. White: If you have a
case where there is an appeal against a
contract and the appeal is upheld, is it
possible for that decision to be revoked?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: I do nat
think so. I think the provision would
operate and the law in foree at the time
the action commenced would bhe appleable.

The Hon. F. R. White: Then what would
be the advantage of making this retro-
spective?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The advan-
tage is that we would cover leases which
are already in force and still current
and in which there are cases where people
can take advantage of this unfalr situa-
tion in law in respect of something which
has already occurred. If we pass the Bill
as i, stands we will deal only with breaches
of leases which oceur in the future and
not those which have already occurred.

The Hon, D. K. Dans: It would mean
that a person would be disadvantaged;
that is, the provision would apply only
from the date of proclamation?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF:; That is right.
A person who has already committed a
technical breach would be disadvantaged
because he would be debarred from exer-
cising his option.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: He has committed
a breach of the law as it stands.
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The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: He has ¢com-
mitted a technical breach, but I think it
is stretching it a bit to say that he did
so with full knowledge of the law because
the average person would not have a de-
tailed knowiedge of the law. I know Mr.
Logan is thinking that a person is deemed
to have knowledge of the law, and ignor-
ance is no excuse. I is true that he may
have committed a breach under the exist-
ing law, but I am saying It is very hard
on a person who has committed a tech-
nical breach of a lease which has nothing
to do with an option of purchase to debar
him from exercising his option of purchase,
I would be grateful to hear the views of
the Committee regarding my amendment.

‘The Hon. J. DOLAN: The amendment is
to insert words after the word “omission”
in page 3, line 5. The word “omission™
does not occur in that line.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf:
changed in another place.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: The copy I have
must be the original Bill, and not the Bill
as amended. I am a little concerned ahout
whether we should correct things that have
happened between the time when the Act
was passed four years ago and the present
time. I feel we might be treading on
dangerous ground by introducing retro-
spectivity regarding mistakes which have
oceurred in that period.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It is not a mis-
take in the Act; it might be a mistake or
a breach in the instrument.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: It is up to people
to know the provisions of the Act.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Mr. Medcalf was
talking about a possible breach of an in-
strument between two persons.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I am still confused.
A fellow may have been disadvantaged
last year under the present Act, but he
would not have been disadvantaged had
the proposed amendment been in force at
that time. Does the honourable member
want to correct that situation so that such
a person will not suffer?

Sitting suspended from 6.06 to 7.30 p.m.

‘The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Before the
tea suspension I was discussing whether
the Bill should be returned to the form in
which it was originally when introduced
in the Legislative Assembly. What ap-
peared on page 3 of the Bill hefore it was
amended illustrates with a little more force
what I have been saying. Under the
original proposed section 83B relating to
construction and application of the divi-
sion, the following appears-—

(2) This Division applies to aud in
respect of leases granted before or
after the coming into operatlon of the
Property Law Act Amendment Act,
1973, and options contained therein.

That was
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The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (The Hon.
R. F, Claughton): I would point out that
as amended that provision in the Bill
states, “after the coming into operation
of the Property Law Act Amendment Act,
1973."

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: I was look-
ing at the Bill as it was before it was
amended. So, now this particular pro-
vision will apply only to leases granted
after the coming into operation of the
Property Law Act Amendment Act, 1973.

If we look at the Act itself we find
certain provisions which apply to leases
before or after the coming into operation
of the Property Law Act. For example,
section 77 (4) applies to leases granted
before the coming into operation of the
Act, and various other sections apply like-
wise.

There is nothing wrong with the sugges-
tion that the provisions in clause 3 should
apply to leases in force before the coming
into operation of the amending legislation.
In fact, this is entirely in line with the
existing provisions of the Act. It was in-
tended that this Act should apply to leases
which were already in existence, and to
options contained in these leases. I believe
this is a reasonable proposition for the
reasons I have stated.

By agreeing to my proposal we would
not be affecting anything which has al-
ready occurred. If someone has exercised
an option then that will operate under the
existing law; in other words, if an option
has been exercised we would not have to
apply the provisions in clause 3 and make
an approach to the court.

This is made clear by the Interpretation
Act, Section 13 states—

Where an Act passed after the thir-
teenth day of April, One thousand
eight hundred and fifty-three, repeals
wholly or in part any former Act, and
in lieu of the repealed provisions sub-
stitutes other provisions, such repealed
provision shall remain in force until
the substituted provisions come into
operation.

The new provisions will not come into
operation until this amending Bill has been
proclaimed, but If my reasoning is accepted
they will apply to future options which re-
late to past breaches.

In section 16 of the Interpretation Act
we find the following provision—

Where any Act repeals or has re-
pealed & former Act or any provisions
or words thereof, or where any Act
or enactment expires or has expired,
then, unless the contrary Intention ap-
pears, such repeal or expiry shall not—

(b) affect the operation of the
repealed or expired Act or en-
actment, or alter the effect of
the daing, suffering, or omis-
sion of anything prior to such
repeal or expiry; or
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(c} affect any right, interest, title,
power, or privilege created,
acquired, accrued, established,
or exercisable, or any status
or capacity existing, prior to
such repeal or expiry; or

(d) affeet any duty, obligation,
liability ...

If someone had exercised an option last
month it would be governed by the previ~
ous law, but next month after this Bill be-
comes law if an option s exercised it will
apply only if the breach complained of
takes place after the amending Bill has
been proclaimed—unless we make it apply
to previous leases.

It seems to me we should think very
carefully bhefore we pass the clause, as
amended in another place,. We should give
further consideration to the c¢lause, be-
cause 1t is a matter of constderable impor-
tance to people who at present hold leases
in respect of which they ean exercise op-
tions to purchase, and who may be put
out of a court by this Bill If the failure to
do something of a technical nature oc-
curred before the Bill had been proclaimed.
The Minister might be agreeable io pro-
gress being reported so that the matter can
be given further consideration.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I feel that is the
wise course to follow. There is no urgency
about the Bill.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by The Hon. J. Dolan
(Leader of the House).

TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND FALSE
ADVERTISEMEN'I";S ?-'CT AMENDMENT
1L

In Commitfee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(The Hon. R. P. Claughton) in the Chair;
The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs (Minister for
Loecal Government) in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 f¢ 8 put and passed.
Clause 9: Section 8 amended—

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The Minister
indicated in the second reading debate
that he would accept the amendments I
have placed on the notice paper. I there-
fore merely wish te advise members briefly
of the purpose of my amendments. In the
first two amendments 1 propose to delete
the reference to “inaccurate” relating to
offenices in advettising or in statements of
trade descriptions.

Whilst the word “inaccurate’” has been
Inserted in a keen desire to protect the
publie, it could cause hardship to people
whose business it 1s to advertise, because
it is almost impossible to conflne an ad-
vertisement to matters of strict accuracy.

Advertisements do serve a useful pur-
pose, but it i1s a fact that sometimes it is
impossible to be completely accurate. On

[COUNCIL.]

the other hand we do not candone mis-
leading advertising which is guite repre-
hensible and is something In which no
reputable advertiser would wish to indulge.

1 have a number of examples of what
might be called Inaccurate advertising
which {llustrate that it would be impossible
in a court of Iaw, where the onus of
proof is on the advertiser, to prove that
there had been strict attention to accuracy.
For example, in the Daily News of Wed-
nesday, the 28th August, appeared an
advertisement for a motorcar firm in which
that firm was described as the naughtiest
show in town. I do not think that would
be strictly in accordance with the best
principles of fruth in advertising, although
I do not know because I naturally have not
seen the naughtiest show in town. Another
firm said its car was the cheapéest new
car which could be bought. That would
take some proving,

A fewellery firm advertised that it had
fantastic diamond values which would not
be seen anywhere else in Perth. A building
society advertised that it was the best
place to save. Another firm said it was the
Pather’'s Day specialist. A well-known
hrand of washing soap is said to be lemon
charged, but it is also said to whiten
naturally. That seems to be a conflict of
terms.

The Hon. A. PF. Griffith; Another save
that it Is whiter than white.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The Leader
of the Oppasition is quite “wight'"! Then
one brand of chicken is said to taste lke
chicken really should. Another firm, selling
foodstuffs, says that it takes two hands
to handle a whopper.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: It does, too.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCAL¥®: I would not
know what that refers to; it might be
difficult to prove what a whopper is to
start with.

My only point in mentioning those ad-
vertisements is that nothing really |s
wrong with them. No-one is misled hy
them and so long as a firm does not en-
gage In misleading the public, we should
not be too strict. I believe the Minister
has indicated he will accept this amend-
ment which I move—

Page 4, line 27—Delete the word
“§naccurate”.

The Hon, R. H. C. STUBBS: I wish to
thank Mr. Medecalf again for explaining
the position so clearly, I indicate now
that I will accept all the amendments.

Amendment put and passed,

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: I move an
amendment—

Page 4, line 35—Delete the word
‘“‘Inaccurate” and substitute the word
“misleading”.

Amendment put and passed.
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The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF¥: I move an
amendment—

Page 7, line 34—Delete the word
“prevented” and substitute the word
“withdrawn".

At present in the case of broadcasting
stations the Minister must issue a warn-
ing before prosecuting in connection with
any advertisement. The effect of a pro-
vision in the Bill is to include television
stations with radio stations. Once the
warning has been issued, the licensee must
prevent any statement in questjon from
being published. In the old Act the
word “withdrawn” was used. In other
words the statement must be withdrawn
from the list of scheduled advertisements.

I am not suggesting we put back the list
of scheduled advertisements, but I do
suggest that we allow some leeway to the
radlo or television station, because it is
not always possible to prevent the publica-
tion of an advertisement, All that a
licensee of the station can do is to with-
draw the statement. In practice, such is
*he speed of adverilsing, with so many
advertisements being shown to the hour,
ete., that even after a warning has been
issued the radio or television station could
be in default because the advertisement is
published by the announcer without his
having knowledge of the fact that it
should have been withdrawn.

Under my amendment, if an advertise-
ment were inadvertently published immedi-
ately following the warning by the Minis-
ter, the station would presumably get
the benefit of the doubt. The Minister
has kindly indicated that he believes this
is a reasonable amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

The Hon. 1. G, MEDCALF': I move an
amendment—

Page T, lines 38 and 39—Delete the
words “being published” and substi-
tute the word “publication”.

This amendment merely involves termin-
ology. One word is being substituted for
another to make the provision read better,
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 10 and 11 put and passed.
Title put and passed.
Bill reported with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan—Ieader of the House) [7.56
p.m.l: I move—

That the House do now adjourn,

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (Lower
West) [7.57 pn.]1: I would like to bring to
the attention of the House & matter I
consider to be of some importance. This
morning, in company with a number of
other members, I attended the Annual
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Conference of the Western Australian
Fruit Growers' Associatlon Incorporated
held in the McNess Hall. The conference
was opened by Mr, H. D. Evans, the Minis-
ter for Agriculture, and the president of
the association (Mr. Henry Gubler) spoke
prior to requesting the Minister to open
the conference. In that speech the presi-
dent stated—and this is reported on page
5 of the record of the annual reports and
proceedings of the association—

With the rejection of the statutory
marketing authority Bill by Parlia-
ment last year, the above committee
was set up to replace the liaison com-
mittee.

Again he states—

The Bill was eventually rejected by
Parliament. It is a great pity when
something of this nature hecomes
political.

M. Gubler was to some extent more accu-
rate than the Minister, and I will mention
the Minister's comments a litile later. Mr,
Gubler did state that Parliament had re-
jected the Bill, although even that was
not strictly true. Parliament did not reject
the Bill. Parliament consists of the Legis-
lative Assembly, the Legislative Council,
and the Governor-in-Executive-Council.
However, the Bill was dropped.

What alarmed me was the statement of
the Minister (Mr, H. D. Evans). I think
it ’\:rias Mr. Wordsworth who the other day
sald—

The uncontested absurdities of to-
day are the sccepted slogans of tomor-
Tow.

The comment about the fate of that Bill
is an uncontested absurdity of yesterday
which has become the accepted slogan of
today. The Minister stated that the Legis-
lative Council had failed to pass the apple
and pear Bill. That is not true and the
Minister knows it because it has been
drawn to his attentfon. He is repeating
something which is not true. T think you,
Mr. Acting President (Mr. Willmott).
handled that Bill on behalf of the
Opposition, and you would be well aware
of the fact that the Bill was amended,
read a third time and passed, and then
sent back to the Assembly,

The Government's purposes may well
have been frustrated by the amendments
made in this Chamber, but certainly the
Bill did not fail to pass this House.

I have In my hand paper No. 83 headed,
“Legislative Council rejects Apple Bill”. 1t
is & Press release which starts—

The State Government’s Bill to es-
fablish an Export Apple Marketing
Board, which passed through the Legis-
lative Assembly on November 21st, has
not been passed by the Legislative
Counell,

Agaln, that Is not true. This paper was
called for at the request of Mr. Words-
worth and was lald on the Table of the
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House, I presume, by Mr, Dolan some tlme
ago. It I1s dated the 24th November, 1972,
It goes on—

The Minister for Agriculture, the
Hon. H. D, Evans expressed his dis-
appointment af the rejection last night.

That is not true.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths:
first time!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: In a way
1t 1s understandable In the frustration of
the moment for a Minister to state an un-
truth to the Press, but it is quite disgrace-
ful, having made the statement once, to
perpetuate that untruth by continual repe-
titlon. This is simply not good encugh
because, in his capacity as a Minister of
State—quite apart from the fact that he Is
a member of a different political party--
he represents all of us as an adviser to Her
Majesty the Queen or to Her Majesty's
representatives.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith:
false advertising.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That is
right and it belittles the whole of the insti-
tution of Parliament, as such, when thils
sort of untruth is continually repeated. It
was repeated again today at a conference of
fruitgrowers drawn from all over the State.

Surely a Minister of the Crown should
tell the truth. He could have sald that
the Government’s purpose was Irustrated
by the actions of the Legislative Council,
but it is simply not true to say the Bill
falled to pass the Legislative Council. At
that time the President must have said,
«“The questlon is that the Bill do now
pass.” A vote was taken in the aflirmative;
the Bill was returned to the Legislative
Assembly: and we received no answer back.

It is not as though this has not been
drawn to the attentlon of the Minister
because Mr. Wordsworth asked for the
Press release to be tabled and it was tabled.
I will not read out all the Press release
because doubtless members read this in the
newspaper. The cogent part is the first
paragraph In which the Minister for Agri-
culture said that the Blll had not been
passed by the Legislative Council. Nearly
12 months later he is repeating the same
falsehoods. This Is a reflection on the
Legislative Councll because we, in fact,
passed the Bill. We may not have passed
it in the form the Minister himself would
prefer, but that is quite beside the point.
Anyone who has sat on the ministerial
bench in this Chamber has suffered that
fate at some tlme—and not always at the
hands of the Opposition, I might add.

I am not reporting thils merely on my
say s0. It is possible to check this with Mr.
E. H. M. Lewis, Mr. A. A. Lewis, Mr. Sib-
son, Mr. McPharlin, Mr. Ferry and Mr.
Rushton as well as myself. There 1s not
the slightest shadow of & doubt that a

It is not the

It certainly is

I COUNCIL.]

Minister of State in Western Australia—-
the Minister for Agriculture—perpetuated
that untruth,

The Hon. Clive GCriffiths:
other words!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I wish to
draw the attention of the House to this
matter. I belleve the Minister ought to
give some explanation. As I have saild,
initially he may have given the Press re-
lease In the heat of the moment and mis-
takenly made that statement. However
this cannot be the case after 12 months
and I belleve there is an obligation on the
Leader of the House to draw the attention
of the Minister for Agriculture to this fact
and to ask him to refrain from cailing this
House into disrepute in thls way by mak-
Ing accusations about it which stmply are
not true.

A lie, In

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West)
1805 pm.]: I wish to support Mr.
MacKinnon who has accurately reported
this matter to the House. I was present
this morning at the opening of the 1973
Annual Conference of the Western Austra-
lian Fruit Growers’ Association and the
Minister for Agriculture had been invited
to perform the opening ceremony.

I wrote down his words as he was speak-
ing when he referred to the legislation
which was brought before the Parliament
and discussed in this House last year. He
referred to the projected formation of an
apple and pear board in Western Australia
and this morning he wused the words,
“failed to pass the Legislative Council”.
That was no accident. Obviously it was
done deliberately.

I also have in my possession a copy of
the Warren-Blackwood Times newspaper
dated the 29th November, 1972. There
appears on the front page an article under
the caption, “Evans disappointed at re-
jeetion of board”. It states, in part-—

Agriculture Minister H. D. Evans
has expressed his disappointment at
the rejection by the Legislative Coun-
cil of the State Government’s Bill to
establish an Export Apple Marketing
Board. The Bill passed through the
Legislative Assembly on November 21.

It seems that the Minister for Agriculture
is deliberately misleading the electorate at
large. It is not fair, proper, and certainly
not accurate to say that this was the case
in respect of this piece of legislation. Mr.
Evans has definitely said that it failed to
pass the Legislative Council. I believe Mr.
MacKinnon has correctly stated what hap-
pened. The Legislative Council debated
the legislation, amended it, passed it, and
referred it back to the Legislative Assem-
bly for its further deliberations but the
Government chose not to proceed with the
measure. It is important that it was the
Government’s choice not to proceed with
the Bill. The Government had open to it
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a course for further discussions in the Par-
liament but it chose not to take this course.
The Bill was not defeated by the Legisla-
tive Counecil nor did it fail to pass this
Chamber,.

Certainly it is not correct for the Min-
ister for Agriculture to make these com-
ments about the Legislative Council. The
Minister for Agriculture knows the posl-
tion and deserves the strongest censure
beceuse orchardists and the industry itself
are being given a wrong steer. As a re-
sponsible Minister and member of the
community it behoves the Minister cor-
rectly to portray the situation at all times.
For this reason he deserves the strongest
censure. I have pleasure in supporting
Mr. MacKinnon's remarks,

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan—Leader of the House) [8.07
p.m.1: I will refer the remarks made by
Mr. MacKinnon and Mr, Ferry to the
Minister for Agriculture and, of course, 1
will inform the House of any action he
intends to take.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: Before the
Minister sits down. It occurs to me that
the notice paper is sparse, to say the least.
What plans does the Minister have for the
remainder of this week?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I intend that we
should sit tomorrow but, unless anything
unusual eventuates, we will not sit on
Thursday, Let us review the position
tomorrow.

Question put ang passed.

House adjourned at 8.08 pm.

egislative Assembly

Tuesday, the 18th September, 1973

The SPEAKER {(Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (35): ON NOTICE

1. RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
SCHEME

Accelerated Repayments

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Further to the answer to question

4 of Wednesday, 12th Septem-

ber—-

(1) How many letters for increas-
ed repayments were sent out
to farmers who had recelved
financial assistance from the
Rural Reconstructlon Author-
ity?

(2) How many farmers have re-
plied to the letter?

3293

(3) What number of farmers have
agreed to increase their re-
paymenis?

(4) How much extra money has
been repaid up to date?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) 562.

(2) No statistics have been kept
because answers have been re-
celved by letters, telephone
and personal interviews, The
number of replies could be in
the vieinity of 80-100.

(3) There have been nho agree-
ments to Increase repayments.
The letter sent {o successful
applicanis only urged them to
glve careful consideration to
accelerating repayments.

(4) Nil

2. NATIONAL REHABILITATION
AND COMPENSATION SCHEME

Impact on State Government Insurance
fice

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premlier:

(1) With reference to the answer
given to my question 20, 1ith Sep-
tember, 1973, is it the intentton of
the State Government to make a
submission to the national rehabi-
litation and compensation scheme
inquiry additional to that made
by 8.GI1.0. in view of the fact
that 5.G.I.0. made no submission
on its attitude or the Government’s
attitude to the Commonwealth’s
proposai and only conveyed In-
formation regarding S.GI1.0O.
cperations?

(2) If no such additional submission
i1s to be made, will he give this
Parliament an Indicatlon of the
Government's attitude to the Com-
monwealth's national rehabilita-
tion and compensation seheme and
particularly the Government’s atti-
tude to its impact on S.GI1O.
operations and funds?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:
{1) No.

(2) The intention of the Australian
Government to  establish a
national scheme of rehabilitation
and compensation is in accord
with the policles of my Govern-
ment. The question of iImpact on
5.G.1.O. operations and funds pre-
supposes the result of the inguiry
and recommendations made, of
which I am unaware.

3. WOOL

Storage at Ports

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

{1) With an expected Increase in the
sale of wool using core testing and
mini samples, have any steps been



